Mrs. Camm’s Top Educational Website

Star fall - Starfall.com is a website that motivates and encourages children to learn how to read. It is an interactive website focusing on language arts skills for students in pre-school through second grade. This website also helps special education and English as a second language students.  Star fall offers four different levels of reading starting with lowercase and capital letters moving up to sentences. If a student does not know what a word is a in a particular sentence they can simply click on the word and the computer will tell them the word. This website also has reading activities for various holidays. Most of them give the students short directions that they need to read, understand, and follow. For example, the “Snowman” lesson where students are instructed to “Give the snowman a hat” and they are able to choose from about five different options. This process continues for arms, eyes, and mouth. Star fall is a very interactive website. I really think it is a great asset for children! www.starfall.com  
Super Kids - Super Kids is a website that provides educators with the reviews and ratings of educational software, educational tools, news about important educational issues, and views of current policymakers. Bottom of Form
On the left hand side of the main landing page, the second list down is educational tools. I liked the vocabulary builders. This site gives you the ability to create your own vocabulary worksheets such as word finds and jumbles. My favorite part of the site was “Word of the Day” which was something I read about while working on a research paper last semester. Word of the Day enhances students’ vocabulary while keeping them interested throughout a lesson. This website gives you a “Word of the Day” with definition, example, and synonyms. I also liked Super Kids Hangman which is also listed under the educational tools heading. I think it is an entertaining way to improve your students' vocabulary. The site offers hangman games in the following subject areas: Language, History, Geography, and Science. http://superkids.com/
Edge Projects - is a project learning community featuring online units & lesson plans. The online units are separated by grade level, 1-2 & 3-5. I focused on the Rainforests lesson which taught what a rainforest was and had a link to a world map highlighting where rainforests are located. They also have pictures of rainforests all over the world with a description of that particular region along with facts. The site also explains and shows pictures of the people and animals that live in rainforests across the world.  Overall I liked the website, I think it could be useful to use during a computer class. Teachers could have their students all go through a lesson by themselves and come together as a group and share what each learned about the particular topic. http://www.schools.manatee.k12.fl.us/291PSTREAM/291pstream1_1/edgeprojects1.html
Worksheets.com – is a website that helps create worksheets for teachers to use in the classroom. There are millions of combinations for lesson plans on this site. I chose to look into the Geography section but they have work sheets available in Math, English Language, Puzzles, and misc. calendars and homework sheets. Within Geography you may choose from all of the continents.  Within each category there are sub-categories to choose from such as countries or states. After you drill down to the unit you are looking for, you have the option of creating 5 different worksheets for your students. They have two different kinds of maps, a word search, crossword puzzle, and a word scramble.  I think this website has so much to offer to help teachers keep the students actively learning whether it is in the classroom or at home. http://www.worksheetworks.com/
Astronomy for Kids - On the side on the homepage there is the option to choose your topic of interest- topics include, the sun, the planets, the moons as well as asteroids and comets. They also have pictures of real life images of our solar system for many of the topic areas. I really liked the pictures of comets. On the main landing page of the website, there is a picture of the solar system – if you click on any of the planets – it is another way to bring up information about that particular planet. For example Mars – it explains what Mars means and it gives some fun facts (like mass and temperature). The site offers so many interesting facts such as; the largest canyon on Mars would stretch from New York City to Los Angeles on the Earth. This site has a lot of information and is a very hands on learning website.  http://www.kidsastronomy.com/solar_system.htm
PBS Kids – is a website that has games, videos, coloring pages, and printables for all of the PBS kids shows such as; Mr. Rogers, Clifford, Barney, and Sesame Street. The main page of the website is actually entertaining too because it features a wheel that has a character from each TV show pictured which is how you select that particular show. After picking a show, you have the option of picking one of the activities and the theme of the activity will revolve around the show you picked. You also have the option of picking an activity first, such as games, in which case the website will list each show that has a game to play. http://pbskids.org
Read Write Think – This website offers lessons, standards, web resources, and student materials for students K-12. Read Write Think gives educators the ability to sort through lesson plans by grade level and by literacy area. Within K-2 literacy engagement alone there are about fifty lesson plans available to print and use. Obviously, teachers have the ability to print a few, maybe mix them up, and cater them to their classroom needs. The actual lesson plans themselves provide an overview, student objectives, a very detailed instructional plan to follow – some involve multiple lessons, student reflections/assessments, and they list the academic standards for that lesson. The student materials section is also a great resource. There are options to create book covers, CD covers, there are games, and poems. http://readwritethink.org/
National library of virtual Manipulatives – is an interactive math website for students grades K-12 in a five different areas of math content. The areas include number & operations, algebra, geometry, measurement, and data analysis & probability. After researching the site a bit, I noticed that the first two age brackets K-2 & 3-5 have the same 8 activities and the second two brackets 6-8 & 9-12 also have the same activities, however the questions in each are geared towards the appropriate age. I enjoyed the different games, they were all entertaining and I could see how a student would be very attentive during the lesson. I also thought the site was extensive. There up to thirty different activities just under the numbers & operations section depending on the grade level chosen. http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vLibrary.html
Story-It – is a language arts website for teachers, students, and parents. The website has numerous activities such as games, printable sight words, word searches, printable shapes, alphabet resources, and my favorite – story starters. There are two types of story starters’ picture starters and alphabet starters. The Story-It story starters provide a picture, an area for the teacher to type in vocabulary words that the students must use in their story, and lined spaces to type their sentences.  There are about thirty different pictures to choose from including seasonal themes. http://www.storyit.com/
Silly Books - is a great interactive reading website with online short books for children. The stories are “silly” and will probably keep students’ attention quite well. The only problem I noticed was that the pages went too fast. The site highlights each word as the child should be reading it, but there is no way to adjust the speed without starting and stopping each time. I feel like that would get frustrating because the kids will forget and the story will move on with them following along. The website also offers a variety of other things for teachers, students, or parents such as games, puzzles, and contests. http://www.sillybooks.net/
